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HUMBLY OFFERED 


'To the Conſideration of the Lozds Spiritual and Tempozal, 


.On Behalf of the BILL to 


Reſtrain the VVearing of Eait-India and Perſia VV rought Silks, &c. 


HAT the Advocates for the Ez#-India Company rather 
blind and amuſe the Matter controverted, than explain 
it; for the Diſpute is not with or againſt the Trade in gene- 
ral, but that Branch only which is certainly deſtructive to 
England in the Value of its Land, Productions, Manufacto- 
ries, Navigations, Land-carriages, and to the extream U1l- 
;peopling thereof. All which we have and can make good. 

England's own ProduQtions, is the Foundation of all its Wealth, Naviga- 
-tion and Merchandize; and the due Improvement thereof, eſpecially in che 
Wooll, is what ought to be principally regarded and promoted; and the Packs in 
-the Honourable Houle of Lords beſpeak no leſs. | 

That Ezgland had never recovered the Miſchiefs former great Importations 
of India wrought Silks brought upon us, had we not been beholden to the 
Invention of Worſted Crapes, which for ſeveral Years was a univerſal Faſhion, 
and cut out the Ea#-India Goods and recovered the Trade tor Wout:, when 
many Growers thereof at that firſt, Invention, having Six, Kkight, fome 
Ten Years Wooll before hand ; and it did likewiſe greatly increaſe the 

Trade in Number, that now want Employment both at Loz40z and other 
Parts. | 

That Engliſh Wooll being firſt Improved by Manufactory in ſeveral 
.Counties and Towns, and afterwards by Navigation and Merchandize to 
Spain and Italy, brings home unwrought Silks and Spaniſh Wooll, tor the 
Employment both of Silk Weavers and Clothiers ; which Spaniſh Wooll is 
again, with our own, Manufactured and Exported to 7 wrky and other Parts, 
Land che principal Regan ts therenfare raw Silk, and Grograin and Cotten Yarn, 
-*  omantogd; which again Employes Multitudes of People, that, as well as 
the former, live and conſume the Productions of our own Lands. 

That the paſſing this Bill into a Law, will in a few Years greatly increaſe 
our numbers of People in this Kingdom, and will ſo invigorate the Minds of 
all Fabricators both in Silk, Wooll, and Grograin Yarn, that have any thing of 
.- Stock or Credit by Faith and Hope, to contend with all other Diſadvantages, 
--tho* Mony ſhould be as ſcarce as at preſent ; whereas the contrary will difcou- 


rage (thole of great Ability) to that degree, that the Out-Pariſhes of Loxoy, 


Tower-Hamblets, and all the Wooll Manufacturing Towns in Ezz2/ans, will not 
:be able to ſupport their Poor. 

That Ea#-Izdiz wrought Silks, &c. is Deſtructive to all the before menti- 
.oned Advantages, to the Diſpeopling of the Kingdom. 

'That nothing is ſo great and unnatural a. torce upon Trade, as. ſending 
.our Woollen Manufactures to Eait-Izaia, in regard they arc nor worn there, 
. but ſent to Per/ia; to the extream prejudice of our 7 arty Merchants and that 
Trade. So that the Conſumption of Woollen Manufactories is not 1ncreafed 
thereby. 

T = the more wrought Silks comes from Ea#-Izdia, the leſs raw Silk doth 
.come both from 1zdia and Tarky; and nothing 1s ſo valuable an Exchange for 
-our Gold and Silver as raw Silk. | "=P 
That the paſſing this Bill will give the Eſt-Izdia Trade either to the Scotch 
.or Dutch, is {o Frivolous as deſerves no Anſwer, for it muſt produce the quite 
.contrary Effect. 

That our Entertainment of ſo many thouſand Strangers argues a neceſlity 
for paſſing the Bill, unleſs we intend to maintain them without Working, or 
'Starve them. 

That whatever Reaſons induced the French King to part with his Weaving 
-SubjeQs, *tis plain, that whilſt he had them, he took great Care tor their 
Preſervation; for by his Edict 26th of October 1686. He not only Prohi- 
-bited the Wearing all ſorts of Ea#-Inaia Silks and Callicoes ; but likewiſe un- 
.der a ſevere MulQ, forbid the Imitation of figured and flowered Silks, by 
Printing or Staining any thing in likeneſs thereof, and under the ſame Penalty 
commanded all them Prints and Tools for ſo doing, to be utterly demolliſhed, 
and never to be made again. By which tis plain that King had another 
Opinion of this Trade and People, then the Eai#-Inaiz Doctor, that in his Su- 
perfine Spun Linſe-woollſe Diſcourſe would render it otherwiſe to us. ov] 
That part of the AR for Navigation looks ſtrangely Unreaſonable if this Bill 
.deſerves not to Paſs, when for the ſake and profit only of "Throwing and 
Dying of Silk , *tis prohibited ſo to be brought both from Eai#-Izdia and 
ſeveral other Parts, for the Weaving part thereof 1s at leaſt four times the Va- 
Jue to Exgland than both Dying and Throwing 1s. 

That ManufaQturing of Silk is as Reaſonable and as Natural,and no more For- 
xcign to England than to France, Holland or Flanders , tho? of later attainment ; 
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and it heing ſo greatly beneficial (as it certainly is) deſerves and requires to be 
the more tenderly Cheriſht and Supported. 

That at the price Proviſions ſell in Ezeland . *tis impoſſible for Engliſh Ma- 
nufacturers, cither Clothiers, Silk Weavers or Silk Throwſters, to work Chea- 
per then they do. 

That ?tis the Intereſt of all Fabricators, to Work and Sell as Cheap as they 
can Afford, and Trade will in that Caſe certainly adjuſt it felf, and they that do 
not will Suffer for it: But we believe not, that our Noble Anceſtors plac'd 
the Wooll-packs juſt under the Throne, to make Wooll as little worth as it 
poſſibly could. 

Thar neither [ralian, French, or Datch Silks can prejudice us 1n our Trades, 
ſo much as 1zdia Silks will and docs, we Working upon more equal "Ferms 
with them. 

That Paſſing this Bill may occaiion the Ea3t-I2a;a Company to Import the 
more Chijza and Bei2al raw Suks and Cottcir Yarn, to the greater Employ- 
ment of Shipping and our Manufacturers, which the other will deſtroy. 

That the Great Mogul will be no more difpleaſed at tis, than the Great 
Turk was, when thoſe Merchants lefc bringing over 77x Manutactured Silk, 
Hair Grograins and 'Fammies (which in our Memory were rhe general Wear 
of our Grandmothers and Mothers) and now inſtead thereof import us only 
raw Silk Grograin and Cotten Yarn to Ezg7azds great Advantage. 

That what is commonly called Eaft-India Silk, the principal Subſtance with 
which it is made, is their fine Cotton-Yarn, of which fort of Yarn the Com- 
pany never brought much, if any unwrought ; and it being ſofter in feeling than 
our Engliſh Worited, better gratifies the Fancies of our nice Females. And ex- 
cept in that reſpect, our Grazetts and Autherines are as good a wear as they, if 
made to the Value. And theſe Izaia Silks, are by the Eraper or Mercer, fold 
as dear, or dearer than Engliſh Silks or Stufts. | 

That skilful Seamen are made by our Newca/#/z and Coaſting Trade, in ſuch 
{mall Veſſels as are continually plying, to ſerve our numerous ManufaQturers 
with Coals, Corn, Butter and Cheeſe and other Neceſlaries, whillt Trading to 
T124i4, conſumes them more than in an ordinary manner ; and if 1t be for the 
flake of their bringing wrought Silks, they*ll dye in a bad Cauſe; for in reſpe& 
to Navigation, raw Silk from Twrke, is five times more bulky than wrought 
trom 1n:4. 

That if tor the gain of the Eaf?-Iza;a Company, our Manufactures muſt be 
deſtroyed, or work at their Prices, that have all the Neceſlaries for Life, ſix 
times as cheap as Ex2/and can afford, and want neither Cloaths nor Fuel ; the va- 
lue of Land, and all its Productions and Rents, mult fink an{werably thereto. 

That we cannot believe, that good Policy for Ezz/ena which is for Holland, 
they living in a {mall ſpot of Ground, are obliged 1n reaſon to leave Trade more 
free, and lay their Taxes on the Conſumers only : But we that are bleſt with a 
large Tract of fruitful Land, rich Mines, productive and laborious Cattle, con- 
venient Ports and Navigable Rivers, muſt with the ManufaCturing our own 
Productions improve our Land, by feeding our People, ſupport our Trade, 'Traf- 
tick, Navigation and Land-Carriage, and by all Lawful ways encreaſe our 
People; and if for the ſake of any one of theſe, the others are prejudiced, 
the Publick muſt ſuffer Diminution thereby ; . but if in Conjunction all are 
Advanced, this, and this only, will procure a healthful Conſtitution in the 
Body Politick; and when the other parts of the World can agree on a free 
Trade, it will be time for us to conſider; and till then, make the beſt Im- 
provement of the Bleſſings of Almighty God. 

That the Sentiments of that great Member of the Eaſt-India Company, Sir 
"Joſiah Child, may judge betwixt us in the 43d Page of his Diſcourſe concerning 
Trade, ſays, That whatſoever advances the value of Land in purchaſe, 

That improves the Rent of Farmes, 

That encreaſeth the bulk of Foreign Trade, 

'That multiplies Domelſtick Artificers, 

That inclines the Nation to Thrittineſs, 

That employs the Poor, 

That encreaſeth the ſtock of the People, mult be procuring Cauſes of Riches. 

We {hall conclude with the undeniable Maxim, of the faid Sir Joſiah, which 
he lays down in his Preface fo the fail Book. | 

That a Foreign Expence, eſpecially of Foreign Manufactures , is the worſt 
ww rs a Nation can be inclinable too, and ought to be prevented as much as 
poſlibly. 


